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(54) Ladder support 


(57) A ladder support intended to be permanently implanted in the ground comprises a block having a main 
portion 10 with a planar surface 1 1 on which is provided an integral linear wall 14 against which the feet of a 
ladder may abut to prevent slipping. The block has wings 21, 22, for stability. Side walls 15, 16, are provided. 
The thickness T is at least 25% of the overall length C of the linear wall 14. Other configurations may have a 
mushroom shape with superposed coaxial circular cylindrical portions. The block may be made of concrete, 
plastics or bricks and mortar. 
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SPECIFICATION 

LADDER SUPPORT 

Description 
Technical Field 

The invention relates to a ladder support. 
Background Art 

It is well known that the use of ladders can be hazardous, especially 
when these are used far such purposes as the cleaning of the windows of 
small buildings when frequent movements of the ladder are necessary. In 
these circumstances the time and means for effective securement of the 
bottom of the ladder by ropes are usually not available. 

Many buildings are surrounded by flower beds and lawns which must be 
avoided when a ladder is used, and, in consequence, it is known to 
provide ladder supports in the form of slabs or flags permanently 
disposed at appropriate positions around the building, such supports 
having a wholly planar upper surface. However, such supports can allow 
the foot of a ladder to slip, especially when wet. Moreover, such slabs 
or flags tend, with time, to tilt from the horizontal position adding to 
the dangers of slipping. It is therefore an object of the invention to 
provide an improved ladder support which overcomes the above drawbacks. 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

According to the invention a ladder support comprises a block having a 
main body with a substantially planar upper surface upon which is 
provided an integral upstanding linear wall against which, in use, the 
feet cf a ladder may rest. 

In use the block may be sunk into the ground at an appropriate position 
outside a building with the planar surface horizontal and the linear 
wall parallel to the adjacent face of the building. 

Advantageously, integral side walls may be provided on the planar 
surface at the ends of the linear wall and extending at right angles 
thereto. Such walls minimise the movement of the foot of the ladder 
should this undergo a sideways displacement. 

Conveniently, the planar surface of the main body of the block may be 
rectangular, and the linear wall may be parallel to the long side of the 
rectangle. 

Conveniently also, the main body of the block may have the form of a 
rectangular parallelepiped. However, advantageously, the thickness of 
the main body, measured perpendicularly to the planar surface, at two 
opposed ends is reduced relative to that at a central region, thereby 
producing a pair of horizontally extending wings adjacent to the planar 
surface. It will be clear that in such a case the main body may be 
regarded as two superposed rectangular parallelepipeds the upper one 
being of greater length than the lower one in order to provide the 
wings. It is also clear that the main body may have the shape of two 
superposed parallelepipeds in which both the length and breadth of the 
upper one are greater than for the lower one providing two pairs of 
opposed horizontally extending wings. 

In a further arrangement the main body may be mushroom-shaped, 
comprising two coaxial circular cylindrical portions, the upper one * - s 
providing the planar surface and having a diameter greater than that of 
the lower one, \y 


Advantageously, the thickness of the main body, as measured from the 
planar surface, is, at its maximum, at least 25% of the overall length 
of the linear wall, and preferably at least 50% of the length of that 
wall. 

Advantageously, also, a separate supplementary block may be associated 
with the ladder support which, when disposed on the planar surface, 
effects with the top surface(s) cf the wallCs) a planar surface. 

The above and other features and advantages of the invention will become 
apparent from the description which follows. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure I is an isometric view of an embodiment of a ladder support 
according to the invention. 

Figure 24 is a fragmentary view of a modification of the ladder support 
of Figure 1. 

Figure 2B shows a supplementary block associateable with the support of 
Figure 2A. 

Modes for carrying out the invention 

An embodiment will now be described with reference to the Figures of the 
drawing. 

As shown in Figure 1 a ladder support shown generally at 1 comprises an 
integral block of concrete with a main body shown generally at 10 having 
a planar upper surface 11. The surface is rectangular in plan having 
long sides 12, 12A, and short sides 13, 13A. 

Upstanding from the surface 11 and integral therewith is a linear wall 
1A disposed parallel to to the long sides 12, 12A. The wall is such 
that with a ladder standing on the surface 11 the feet of the ladder may 
abut the wall 14 and thereby be prevented from sliding outwardly. 
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Two further upstanding walls 15, 16, extend perpendicularly to the wall 
14 from the ends thereof, these walls limiting any lateral movement of 
the foot of the ladder. 

As shown in Figure 1 the walls 14, 15, 16, are offset inwardly from the 
sides 13, 12, 13 A, of the surface 11 to leave areas 17, 18, 19, such 
that the surface 11 may be more readily aligned with' the surrounding 
ground during initial positioning of the support. 

However, the walls 14, 15, 16, may be disposed on the surface U at 
extreme positions where their outer faces align with the sides 13, 12, 
13 A, of the surface 11 as shown in Figure 2A. In this case a separate 
removable supplementary block 24 of generally rectangular parallelepidal 
shape may be provided as shown in Figure 2B. The block 24 has a 
thickness equal to the height of the walls 13, 14, 15, and fits into the 
space between the walls, so that the block 24 and the walls 13, 14, 15, 
provide a common planar upper surface, and substantially overlie all of 
the surface U. In these circumstances, the support may be disposed 
with the top surfaces of the walls 14, 15, 16, level with the 
surrounding ground. With the block 24 in position a planar walking 
surface level with the surroundings is provided. In use the block 24 is 
removed to reveal the walls 14, 15, 16, and to this end a hand 
engageable recess 25 is provided in the block 24. 

It is desirable that the thickness T of the main body when measured from 
the surface 11 should at its maximum be at least 25% of the overall 
length of the linear wall, and preferably at least 50% of that length. 
The linear wall 14 has a length suitable to readily accommodate all 
ladders of normally available dimensions. 

It will be apparent to the man skilled in the art that the invention 
embraces a support whose main body is in the form of a rectangular 
parallelepiped based on the rectangular surface 11. However, in the 
preferred embodiment shown in the Figure, the thickness of the main body 
is reduced at at opposite ends to leave a core portion 20 and two 
horizontally extending wings 21, 22. This structure may also be 
envisaged as two superposed rectangular parallelepipeds conjoined at the 
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plane Indicated by the dashed line 23, the upper one having a greater 
length than the lower one. It will further be apparent that if both the 
length and breadth of the upper parallelepiped were increased a main 
body having two pairs of opposed horizontally extending wings would 
result. The provision of wings not only reduces the cost from that of a 
solid parallelepiped of equal surface area, but also incraeses the 
stability against tilting. 

The invention also embraces a support whose main body is of mushroom 
shape comprising two superposed coaxial circular cylindrical portions 
the upper one having a greater diameter than the lower one. 

A typical support may have the following value for the dimensions 
indicated in the Figure: A=900mm; B<300mm; C=660mm; D=180mm; E=50ram; 
F=30mm; G=50mm; H=300mm; T=350mm. 

Whilst as described above the ladder support is an integral casting of 
concrete, it can be of any suitable material. Thus, for example, it may 
be an integral plastics moulding or an integral structure of bricks and 
mortar. Similarly these materials may be used for the supplementary 
block when provided. 

Numerous modifications and variations will be apparent to one skilled in 
the art without departing from the scope of the invention. 


CLAIMS 

1. A ladder support comprising a block having a main body with a 
substantially planar upper surface upon which is provided an integral 
upstanding linear wall against which, in use, the feet of a ladder may 
rest, 

2. A ladder support as claimed in Claim 1, in which the main body has 
the shape of a rectangular parallelepiped, 

3. A ladder support as claimed in Claim 1, in which the main body has 
the shape of two superposed rectangular parallelepipeds, the upper one 
providing the planar upper surface and having a length greater than that 
of the lower one to provide a pair of horizontaUy-extending wings. 

A. A ladder support as claimed in Claim 3, in which the upper 
parallelepiped has a width greater than that of the lower one to provide 
two pairs of opposed hori2x»itally-extending wings. 

5. A ladder suppoer as claimed in Claim 1, in which the main body is 
mushroom shaped, and comprises two superposed coaxial circular 
cylindrical portions.the upper one providing the planar surface and 
having a diameter greater than that of the lower one. 

6. A ladder support as claimed in any preceding claim, in which 
integral side walls are provided on the planar surface at the ends of the 
linear wall and extend at right angles thereto, 

7. A ladder support as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 6 in association 
with a separate supplementary block of height equal to that of the wall 
or walls and of such shape that when positioned on the said upper planar 
surface effects with the top surfaceCs) of the wall or walls a 
substantially planar surface. 

8. A ladder support as claimed in any preceding claim, in which the or 
each wall is disposed within the area of the planar surface such that a 
Portion of that surface is exposed around the complete periphery. 


1 


9. A ladder support as claimed in any preceding claim, in which the 
thickness of the main body at its maximum is at least 25% of the overall 
length of the linear wall. 

10. A ladder support as claimed in any preced i ng claim made of concrete. 

11. A ladder support as claimed in any .of Claims 1 to 9 made of plastics 
material. 

12 A ladder support as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 9 made of bricks 
and mortar, 


13. A ladder support substantially as described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
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